Congress of the Wnited Stlates
Washington, DE 20515

January 30, 2008

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson
Chairman

Committee on Agriculture

1301 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Peterson:

We want to thank you and the Members of the Agriculture Committee for your hard work
on H.R. 2419, the Farm, Nutrition and Bioenergy Act of 2007. We appreciate how well you
balanced the needs of farmers and consumers in the legislation. One of the key reasons for our
support for the bill is the inclusion of a strong nutrition title that addresses the needs of the tens
of millions of Americans, including many children and working families, who struggle against
hunger by investing in and strengthening the Food Stamp Program. This bill also provides
needed long-term support to our nation's food banks.

As you know, hunger is getting worse in America while the costs of food, housing and
utilities are rising. We have a responsibility to help low- and middle- income families as they
face these challenges. The Farm Bill is a safety net that protects people from going hungry; it
represents one of the single most important opportunities we have this year to address the needs
of disadvantaged children, struggling working families, seniors and people with disabilities in
our communities. We will be doing a disservice to anyone who must rely on these programs if
we acquiesce to provisions that ultimately deny hungry Americans food in their time of need.

New investments in the nutrition title are long overdue. The average food stamp benefit
is a mere $1 a person a meal. The $10 minimum benefit has been stuck at the same level for 30
years. The $2,000 limit on assets for most food stamp households has not changed in two
decades. And the shortfall in TEFAP commodities purchases is leaving many food bank shelves
empty. It is vital that the conference agreement secure permanent funding at no less than the
House-passed levels for the food stamp and TEFAP programs, and we strongly urge to include
these improvements in the conference report.

We commend you for the important improvements included in the nutrition title of the
House-passed bill. While there are also many improvements in the nutrition title of the Senate-
passed bill, there is a profound and very troubling difference between the House and Senate
nutrition titles. The House bill would make these provisions permanent law while, under the
Senate bill, all the major benefit improvements would terminate after 2012. Simply, this means
that these important policy improvements would return to today’s law, resulting in a major
reduction in benefits to more than 10 million recipients. Should these improvements sunset in
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2013 and return to the 2008 levels, more than 300,000 low-income people would be cut off from
food stamps altogether. We should be working to end hunger in America. We think you would
agree that a final conference agreement that sunsets and underfunds improvements in the
nutrition title would be unacceptable.

Again, we thank you for your commitment to the issues surrounding the people in our
country who rely on programs like Food Stamps and TEFAP. We strongly urge the conference
report to include permanent funding at no less than the House-passed levels for the food stamp
and TEFAP programs. We look forward to working with you to maintain all of the critical
improvements in these programs in the final Farm Bill.

Sincerely,
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5 e &Jw&,«g
LYNNE WOOLSEY % !w ‘*-&e

ARBARA LEE

‘

RICHARD E. NEAL RAUL M. GRIJALVA

@&«O-Ww&*& '
CAROLYN B. MALONEY DALE E. KILDEE




Jou) Doy w%

/JERROLD NADLER HANK JOHNSON

%%CKSON LEE ~ PATRICK 1. KENNJ:L)Y j

W“ﬂ Lt — “wam

MELVIN L. WATT EDWARD J. MA;RKEY N

m:i‘ ITH ELLISON

J0WMcDERMOTT EDOLPHUS TOWNS
s frcsrie- @W@

X IER BECERRA PHIL HARE

CAROL SHEA-PORTER 1 H AEL A. AR CURI

@w

WILLIAW 1 \REBER SON

BETTY TITON

/4 s oA —

BARNEY FRAXK DANNY K AVIS

7 Ul

THOMAS H. ALLEN NR L LLAR




4

S A. GONZA

o(hrghs s
Aoude LA

/DONNA M.C MAXINE WATERS

Uyats 0 Clinde

Y@‘TE D. CLARKE
\?QC . “@"’L‘-«r

v 4

LUISV. GUTIERREZ

Y i,

MWURICE D. HINCHEY 0 SE E. SERRANO .
ﬂ%& */ W
PETER A. MAZIE ¥ HIRONO
(A ,/ Vo
TIM RYAN yd WILLIAM LACY CLAY

?MW{ p-] M)b-‘?

MICHAEL R. McNULTY

WAHARD L. BER

1he_

MICHAEL F. DOYLE /

[
JOHX W. OLVER MICHAEL H. MI%HA ]
L Gty .

JOE COURTNEY SUSAN A. DAVIS




) e
77, TOPHEZ. Nl RPHY
; /4

CHAKA FAT”V’AH JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

Z\«M M J/‘a%ﬁ@ /m@ Dcn
LOUISE M. SLAUGHTE YDPOGGETT , |
ADAMB SCH

!é D LOEB SACK

JAMES R. LANGEVIN

\g(\ b | el \_S.)W«J\ Dot~

/slHE"LLEY BERI; LEY ' STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
e L. . Wy

BRAD MILLER ALBERT R. WYNN

M%fu

MARCY KﬁTUL

NITA M. LOWEY



PETER WELCH b BENNIE G. THOMPS(

SAM FARR

.

CLQE/SEST@&_) TOM UDALL

ELIOT L. ENGEL E ; BETTY. McCOLLUM

%Mn" ?/ 7%7“74‘7'-/

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

ED PASTO®—"

—\DM"%"X

PATRICKLM(

Elé D. DELAHUNT

%MM%
é o, it

JOHN RSON TAMMY/BALDWIN

ST WESTRE REYES \ /

DIANE E. WATSON PAUL W. HODES




Iy e M

SRUCEL. ALM - DAV PRIC
, )
T Nepnbaus

GRACEF. NAPOI&ITANO S DENNIS A. CARDOZA

RICK LARSEN

M@&/.

PALLONE

OHND DINGELL ]

oy Tk Tovyn

NIKI TS o?szs :
ROBERT'C. SCOTT
Koosrn &Yt A&JLM

KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

W/_\d - Ty W

ROBERT E. ANDREWS

RO JR A . BRADY,

LORETTA SANCHE '2%




;RAD SHERMAN B LUCILLE ROY b!Au; -ALILARD
@@ . Lottty
t f/ [

(J/E}.(’RY I;/COSTELLO ZOBAOFGREN”

Lo i PAL—

L4

jIMOT'HY 1. WALZ JGHIN P. SARBANES

7@ HOOLEY SANFORD D. BISHOP, J
(DfANA DeGETTE E §JOHN 7. HALL
RUSH D. HOLT TIMAIJTY T/BJSHOP

ARTUR DAVIS



KATHY CAS[OR NRY A. WAXMAN



